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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
HIRAM COLLEGE STUDENTS MAKE THE ROUNDS OF CALIFORNIA'S DISABLED FACILITIES
While their fellow students were enjoying the break between
semesters, eleven students and their teacher from Hiram College
were spending three pre-holiday weeks in San Diego, California.
But they weren't vacationing.

They were part of an

experiment with the University of San Diego's School of Special
Education to familiarize the students with exceptional children
and disabled facilities in Southern California.
Under the guidance of USD's DeForest Strunk, Professor
of Special Education, and Clarene Saarni, USD Education Lecturer,
the students toured and participated in some 22 programs for
the disabled, ranging from pre-school facilities to disabled
advocacy programs.
The University of San Diego is a private, Catholic
university.

Overlooking San Diego's Mission Bay and the

Pacific Ocean, USD enrolls nearly 4,000 students in its five
schools and colleges.
The students from Hiram College were impressed with the
public awareness of the problems facing the disabled in California.
"The amount of 'mainstreaming' impressed me," says Denise
Curle, a junior from Hiram.

"In California, disabled kids are

going to school with non-disabled children.
break down barriers."
--more--

It really helps
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Her sentiments were echoed by Heather Rounds, also a junior.
"When we grew up, the special kids were all in another school. Now
the trend is to integrate disabled and non-disabled.

If I had

been in the same classes with disabled children when I was
growing up, my own stereotypes wouldn't have developed."
Even their teacher, Linda Williams, a Professor of
Special Education at Hiram College, found that her attitudes
had been effected.
"The thing that impressed me was how able disabled people
were; there's so much more to a person than what's o n t he
exterior.

People are so adversely effected by what they see

that they don't ever get in touch with the person behind the
exterior."
The students paid for the trip out of their own pockets,
with the University of San Diego providing logistical support.
"The experiment was tremendously successful," reflects
Prof. DeForest Strunk.

"In the future, we'd like to lengthen

the stay, perhaps for an entire semester.

Students can then

take back to their hometowns months of intimate experience
with the excellent facilities in California."
Despite only three weeks in Southern California, the
students received a healthy dose of examining programs for the
disabled.
And, as junior student Anne Najeway put it, "If I had
to leave after our first day, the trip would still have been
worth it."
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